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Po]itic " ition

v The process of resolving
conflicts and deciding
“who gets what, when,
and how.”

v The struggle over power
within organizations that
can grant benefits or
privileges.
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Government Definition
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resolve conflicts and
allocate benefits and
privileges.
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Government’s Preeminence

v The omnipresent government

v Personal ID, Study in public school, security, taxes,

transportation, social welfare...
v Scenario 1: no government control

v Scenario 2: too much government control
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Scenario 1: No ¢ Venment Control

Syria

> 2011, Assad
government killed
peaceful protestors

» Armed rebellions

» The government lost

control of the country




American Politics The Democratic Republic

Scenario 1: No ¢ Venment Control

Syria

» Law and order had broken down

completely

> By 2020, up to 570,000 people
had been killed, and more than
half of the country’s people had

been driven from their homes.
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A more common case
» Syria before the rebellions

broke out

» Nazi Germany under Adolf
Hitler

Human rights organizations

Freedom House 2022




LIVING IN A LESS FREE WORLD

The share of the world’s population living in Free environments has fallen as authoritarian practices proliferate.
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LIVING IN A LESS FREE WORLD

Status Countries Territories

FREE 1
PARTLY FREE 4
NOT FREE 10

Total [ 3

Freedom in the World 2022
assessed 210 countries and
territories around the globe.
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Orlgms of Government
IR
Thomas Hobbes Sa e

Two Treatises of Government
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Realism

John Locke ' LEVIATHAN ,_

Two Treatises of THOMAS HOBBES

Government

Liberalism
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Authority Legitimacy

» Facilitates GOV to enforce its decisions » Authority accepted----- Legitimate

» Based on armed forces & the police » Authority not accepted-----illegitimate
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Forms of Government

v Divided by which person or group of people controls

society through the government:
v Totalitarian regimes: few ctrl gov; gov ctrl all
v Authoritarian regimes: few ctrl gov; gov ctrl gov

v Democracies: rule by the people
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Forms o Government

v Direct democracy

v Decisions are made by everyone directly
v Ancient Greece

v Representative democracy/democratic republic

v Decisions are made by representatives elected by the

people
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Forms of Government

v Direct democracy
v Small communities
v Demerits
v The tendency for the public to be easily swayed by
demagogues
v The possibility for the tyranny of the majority
v Serve as complements: initiatives, referenda, recalls

v Representative democracy/democratic republic
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Forms of Government

v Direct democracy

v Representative democracy/democratic republic

v With or without a monarch

v the people hold the ultimate power over the
government through elections

v Universal suffrage; majority rule; minority rights;
Constitutional democracy
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Forms of Govert: Other Names

Autocracy
Rule by a dictator with

no legal restraints or

popular control

Aristocracy
Rule by the best/rich

Monarchy
Rule by a dynasty;

monarch sovereignty

Theocracy
Rule by God

Communism

the means of production are
commonly owned and
production is undertaken for
use, rather than for profit.

Oligarchy
Rule by few

(See Wikipedia at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Listofformsofgovernment)
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Theories Describing American Democracy

v Majoritarianism
v GOV does what the majority want
v Not authentic description

v Elite Theory
v GOV does what the elites want
v US a sham democracy

v Pluralism
v GOV does what the groups want
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Theories Describing American Democracy
v Majoritarianism

v Elite Theory

v Pluralism
v GOV does what the groups want

v Groups struggle for the benefits of their members
v Demerits:

v Poor people not represented;
v Rich people overrepresented;
v Strong groups’ interests win in the end




American Politics The Democratic Republic

Liberty, Orde, qt;ality, OLITIC AL CULTURE

Beliefs on the size of GOV
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1) Libe I s. Order

Abortion

Freedom of religion

Pro-choice?

Pro-life?

Freedom of speech Same-sex Marriage

Privacy right?

A challenge to order?
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2) Liberty . Equality

v Promoting equality would limit the majority’s de facto

right (freedom/liberty) to discriminate against the

minority.
v equality in terms of suffrage

v equality in terms of distribution of wealth ?
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2) Liberty vs. Equality
Property Right
Distribut
Egalitarianism

of wea
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3) Small GOV vs. Big GOV

v Americans tend to oppose big government, even though

they receive benefits from it
v A recent case where big government failed
v Obama and the recession

v Conservatives seemingly against big government but

actually supporting projects like Medicare
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Whether one can benefit from GOV
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POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES

Conservatism vs. Liberalism




American Politics

Definition

Values they support

Liberty meaning

LGBTQ and abortion

The Democratic Republic

Majo delogies

Conservatism
pro (religious) tradition

Liberty, order, authority

Liberalism
against (religious) tradition

Liberty, equality

negative liberty
free from GOV control

positive liberty
free to live one’s own values

against

for
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Table 1.1 The Traditional Political Spectrum

Which of these platforms are likely to be popular? Why?

Socialism Liberalism Conservatism Libertarianism
How much Active government Positive government Positive government Almost no regulation
power should the control of major action in the action to support over the economy.
government have economic sectors. economy. capitalism.

over the economy?

What should Economic equality, Economic security, Economic liberty, Maximal economic
the government community. equal opportunity, morality, social order. and social liberty.
promote? social liberty.
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Major Id ol

Economic equality Economic liberty|

LIBERALS
OR PROGRESSIVES

ies: Grid

Cultural liberty

ECONOMIC LIBERALS,

CULTURAL
CONSERVATIVES CONSERVATIVES

Cultural order
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Major Ideologies: Polarization

Polarization of the U.S. Congress
Senate
93rd Congress, 1973-74 103rd Congress, 1993-94 112th Congress, 2011-12

20
15
10
S
o

-1.0 <0» +1.0 -10 «0» +1.0 -1.0 «0» i

Most liberal Most conservative Most liberal Most conservative Most liberal Most conservative

House
93rd Congress, 1973-74 103rd Congress, 1993-94 112th Congress, 2011-12
85 85 85
68 68 68
51 51 51
34 = 34 34
17 I l 17 17
o
-1.0 «0» +1.0 -10 «0» +1.0 -1.0 «0» +1.0
Most liberal Most conservative Most liberal Most conservative Most liberal Most conservative
Source: Pew Research Center. Chart sources: Royce Carroll, Jeff Lewis, James Lo, Nolan McCarty, Keith Poole and Howard Rosenthal,
Voteview.com. June 12, 2014.
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Source: 2021 Vintaae
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US ODAY— Figure 1.4 Projected Changes in U.S. Ethnic
Distribution

If in the future Americans were to consider many Hispanics simply to be
“white,” what political consequences might fgllow?

Population changes M over I Eosc I 2 Hispan% w@

The population explosion in America stops, ' ‘

> the fertility rate 2.1; :: - - 15' 1

> Natural birth + immigration = P 0 N | Bt

There’s an ethnic change: K R

> Asian American and Hispanic American § B <! [l |l [l |

> White Americans are decreasing; :Z o T [ | |

> Political preferences for white Americans are a b T i\”\\igﬁ i
foreseen to be shifting towards conservatism. - F

0 — [ =

Year
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f Independence
In CONGRESS. Juiy 4 1.
the founding document Of the Umted States Gfie mrartimons Declarafion s s . States of Wnerica.,

> Approved by the Continental Congress on :
July 4, 1776 SEEEEE

» Announced the separation of 13 North o s
American British colonies from Great e
Britain

> Explained the legitimacy for Independence
by listing the unfair treatment they

receive from Britain T EE
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Declaration Independence

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that
among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. That, to
secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their
just powers from the consent of the governed. That, whenever any form
of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the
people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new government, laying
its foundation on such principles, and organizing its powers in such form,

as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness.”
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